HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
of economic opportunity than the mere tillage of the
soil, whose productivity seems always to be "given" as
a reward or punishment by Providence, it was reason-
able that the modes of theological justification for the
new ways of life should be multifarious. Indeed, the
opportunities for new experience seemed to be
infinite, and the principles of justification, correspond-
ingly, were almost infinitely elastic and tenuous. Any
rate of interest, any rent, any wage, any price, provided
it facilitated the enterprise in question, had to be
justified somehow, and a prolific age was not slow to
provide the necessary number of intellectuals for the
job. Thus the Renaissance became a reaching out of
the human curiosity and the human acquisitive im-
pulses in every direction. Hie famous Faustian
"space" feeling, described by Spengler as the char-
acteristic world outlook of Western Europe, now
attained its most expressive level. In painting, a
landscape panorama fading into a happy infinity of
bluish opportunity, was provided as a background for
the great Florentine figures. In Rembrandt's self-
analytical portraits one seems to glimpse the same half
mystical searching for infinite "experience," a search
which, from now onwards, becomes the dominant
motive in intellectual produce. In architecture a
flamboyance expressing a challenge to the physical
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